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STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
IN SRI LANKA ON THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY AND
THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH

It has been reported in the media that an Interim Order had been given by the Judges of
the Supreme Court regarding a Fundamental Right’s case on 03 March 2023, directing
the Secretary of the Finance Ministry and the Attorney General to not withhold the funds
already allocated for the holding of the Local Government Elections under the Year 2023
Budget.

Subsequently, it had been reported that a Member of Parliament had requested the Hon.
Speaker of the Parliament to refer the conduct of the Judges of the Supreme Court that
delivered the aforesaid Interim Order as a breach of Parliamentary Privileges, that the Hon.
Speaker had accepted the said request, and made a referral to the Parliamentary Committee
on Ethics and Privileges. It had also been reported that a State Minister had thereafter
requested the Hon. Deputy Speaker of the Parliament to advise the relevant authorities to not
proceed and take any action based upon the aforesaid Interim Order made by the Supreme
Court with regard to the Local Government election, until the Parliamentary Committee on
Privileges concludes its inquiry.

In these circumstances, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka (CBCSL) wishes to
officially express that such conduct demonstrated by persons holding positions of
responsibility within the organ of the Government amounts to interfering with the entire
Judicial process and undermines the very independence of the organ of the Judiciary of
the Nation. Accordingly, it is our view that such conduct demonstrated shall directly violate
the independence of Their Lordships to perform their powers and functions without any
interference as enshrined under article 111C of our Constitution and shall also threaten to
disrupt the very Doctrine of Separation of Powers of our Motherland.

It is the duty of all Governmental and other institutions to respect and observe
the Independence of the Judiciary. Accordingly, such interference demonstrated by these
individuals of the Government has already been widely criticized locally and internationally
as being a serious and unwarranted encroachment on the Independence of the Judiciary and
the judicial function in Sri Lanka, which is wholly unnecessary at this very crucial juncture
of our beloved Nation.

We also firmly call upon the Government of this Country to at the same time restrain and
defend any attempts made by certain individuals under the cover of privileges to curtail media
institutions that are critical towards the activities of the Government and as a consequence
which directly threatens to infringe the freedom of speech and expression including
publication enshrined in our Constitution.
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Therefore, we strongly urge the Government of Sri Lanka in these circumstances to uphold
the Constitution and the Democracy of this country and not to proceed with any such
unwarranted measures to interfere with the independence of the Judiciary and preserve
the Freedom of speech and expression of all its citizens.

Wishing you God’s Blessings,
Yours Faithfully,
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Bishop of Kurunegala Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo

President Secretary General

Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Sri Lanka. Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Sri Lanka.
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